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Course Description: We will review the history of literary studies in the West to discover how these
influence our reading of texts today. Specifically, we will be concerned with the origins and development
of mimetic and expressionist theories, the two major schools in the mainstream of our tradition. Then we
will spend our time reading works of literature and discussing the connections between critical theory and
literature.
Written Work: We will write two in-class essays and a final examination. All three will be open-book
essays, and you are free to use your class notes. In addition, we will have occasional objective quizzes
over the material assigned for the dates on which the quizzes are given.
The essays will be graded on the basis of two considerations only: 1. The degree to which your writing
approaches the conventions of standard English, and 2. The degree to which your writing shows a close
familiarity with the assigned texts.
Your final grade will consist of the following: Essay #1 - 20%
Essay #2 - 20%
Final - 35%
Quizzes - 25%
Attendance Policy: No work missed during an unexcused absence will be made up.
Texts and Materials: Adams, CRITICAL THEORY SINCE PLATO, and CRITRICAL THEORY
SINCE 1965 ; Joyce Cary, THE HORSE'S MOUI'H. Other materials, chiefly verse, will be assigned from
time to time during the semester.
Documented Disabilities: If you have a documented disability which requires special consideration, please
see me as soon as possible.
Reading List:
From Critical Theory Since 1965:
Whorff, "The Relation of Habitual Thought ...." 710
Fish, "Is There a Text in This Class?" 525
From Critical Theory Since Plato:
Croce, "Intuition and Expression" p.692
Hulme, "Bergson's Theory of Art" p.735
Wimsatt, "The Intentional Fallacy" p. 945
"The Affective Fallacy" p.952
Brooks, "The Heresy of Paraphrase" p.961
Croce, "Intuition an Art" p.696
Ransom, "A Note in Ontology" p.866
Eichenbaum, "The Theory of the Formal Method" p.801
Trotsky, "the Formalist School of Poetry and Marxism" p.792
Richards, (both excerpts) pp.826ff
Freud, "Creative Writers and Daydreaming" p. 711
Jung, "Relation of Analytical Psychology .... " P. 783
Sartre, "Why Write?" p.983
Gombrich, "Art and Illusion" p. l 082
Bradley, "Poetry for Poetry's Sake" p.700
These materials will be covered at the rate required by the nature of the essays and the needs of the class.

